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(1) Maintain and improve private
grazing land resources that provide
multiple benefits;

(2) Ensure the long-term sustain-
ability of private grazing land re-
sources;

(3) Implement new grazing land man-
agement technologies;

(4) Manage resources on private graz-
ing land through conservation plan-
ning, including, but not limited to;
grazing management, nutrient manage-
ment, and weed and invasive species
control;

(5) Maintain and improve water qual-
ity and quantity, aquatic and wildlife
habitat, recreational opportunities,
and aesthetics on private grazing land;

(6) Harvest, process, and market pri-
vate grazing land resources; and

(7) Identify opportunities to diversify
private grazing land enterprises.

(b) Refer to 7 CFR 610.4 on other
items relating to technical assistance.

(c) To receive technical assistance, a
landowner or manager may contact
NRCS or the local conservation district
to seek assistance to solve identified
natural resource problems or opportu-
nities. Participation in this program is
voluntary.

PART 611—SOIL SURVEYS

Subpart A—General

Sec.
611.1 Purpose and scope.
611.2 Cooperative relationships.

Subpart B—Soil Survey Operations

611.10 Standards, guidelines, and plans.
611.11 Soil survey information.

Subpart C—Cartographic Operations

611.20 Function.
611.21 Availability of aerial photography.
611.22 Availability of satellite imagery.

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 590a-590f, 590q, 42
U.S.C. 3271-3274.

SOURCE: 69 FR 60283, Oct. 8, 2004, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§611.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) This part sets forth policy on soil
survey operations of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS).

§611.10

(b) NRCS is responsible for soil sur-
vey activities of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA). A soil survey
provides:

(1) An orderly, on-the-ground, sci-
entific inventory of soil resources ac-
cording to their potentialities and
problems of use; and

(2) Information about each kind of
soil in sufficient detail to meet all rea-
sonable needs of farmers, agricultural
technicians, community planners, en-
gineers, and scientists in planning and
transferring the findings of research
and experience to specific land areas.

§611.2 Cooperative relationships.

(a) Soil surveys on nonfederal lands
are carried out cooperatively with
State agricultural experiment stations
and other State agencies. The coopera-
tive effort is evidenced in a memo-
randum of understanding setting forth
guidelines for actions to be taken by
each cooperating party in the perform-
ance of soil surveys. Similar coopera-
tive arrangements exist between NRCS
and other Federal agencies for soil sur-
veys on Federal lands.

(b) Arrangements for nonfederal fi-
nancial participation in the cost of soil
surveys may be made with States,

counties, soil conservation districts,
planning agencies, and other local
groups.

Subpart B—Soil Survey Operations

§611.10 Standards,
plans.

guidelines, and

(a) NRCS conducts soil surveys under
national standards and guidelines for
naming, classifying, and interpreting
soils and for disseminating soil survey
information.

(b) A soil survey Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) is prepared prior to
the start of each soil survey project, or
a work plan is prepared for soil survey
maintenance activities. These docu-
ments provide specific details and tech-
nical specifications to support the in-
terpretive and data needs of the area to
be surveyed. The MOU is signed by rep-
resentatives of NRCS, land grant uni-
versities, and in some States represent-
atives of other State agencies. Federal
land administering agencies also sign
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§611.11

the MOU if federal lands are included
in the survey.

§611.11 Soil survey information.

(a) Awvailability. NRCS disseminates
soil survey information to the public
by any of the means described in para-
graph (d) of this section. NRCS makes
soil survey information available as
soon as is practicable following field
work or other soil survey activity that
provides new soil survey information.

(b) Content. Soil survey information
conforms with standards and meets the
needs identified in the soil survey MOU
or work plan as described in §611.10 of
this part. Soil survey information in-
cludes:

(1) Soil maps that delineate the loca-
tion and extent of various soil areas;

(2) Soil characteristics for each of
the soil areas shown on soil maps;

(3) Interpretations of the soil charac-
teristics; and

(4) Information about the source,
version, and applicability or limita-
tions associated with the soil survey
information.

(¢) Maintenance. Soil survey informa-
tion is reviewed on a periodic basis to
ensure that the information continues
to meet evolving needs.

(d) Distribution. Soil survey informa-
tion is disseminated to the public
through electronically accessible maps
and reports, electronic access to data
files, or printed documents. To the ex-
tent practicable, as limited by com-
monly accepted technology, soil survey
information is disseminated in elec-
tronic form.

(e) Resource conservation plan data. In-
formation prepared specifically for use
in developing resource conservation
plans for soil conservation district co-
operators is considered confidential.
Soil maps and interpretations prepared
for this use will not be made available
to others without the consent of the
landowner as well as the district gov-
erning body. However, soil survey in-
formation from which the conservation
plan was developed may be dissemi-
nated as described in paragraph (a) of
this section.

7 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-07 Edition)

Subpart C—Cartographic
Operations

§611.20 Function.

The NRCS National Cartography and
Geospatial Center provides car-
tographic services needed to carry out
NRCS functions. Cartographic services
include general cartography, photo-
grammetry, aerial photography, plani-
metric and topographic mapping, draft-
ing, and specialized types of reproduc-
tion.

§611.21 Availability of aerial photog-
raphy.

The National Cartography and
Geospatial Center obtains necessary
clearance for all aerial photography for
NRCS. New aerial photography of des-
ignated areas in the United States is
obtained yearly by NRCS through com-
petitive contracting. This photography
is obtained only after it is determined
that imagery of these areas available
from other sources does not meet
NRCS scale and quality requirements.
Orders for reproductions of NRCS aer-
ial photography are subject to the fee
schedule cited in §1.2(b) of this title.
Order reproductions from the National
Cartography and Geospatial center:
USDA—National Resources Conserva-
tion Service; P.O. Box 6567, FWFC-
Bldg. 23; 501 W. Felix Street; Forth
Worth, Texas 76115.

§611.22 Availability of satellite im-
agery.

Cloud-free maps of the United States
based on imagery received from a sat-
ellite are prepared and released to the
pubic by NRCS. The maps offer the
first image of the United States not ob-
scured by clouds or distortions. Orders
or requests for information should be
directed to the National Cartography
and Geospatial Center, USDA—Natural
Resources Conservation Service; P.O.
Box 6567, FWFC-Bldg. 23; 501 W. Felix
Street; Forth Worth, Texas 76115. Or-
ders are subject to the fee schedule
cited in §1.2(b) of this title.

PART 612—SNOW SURVEYS AND
WATER SUPPLY FORECASTS

Sec.
612.1 Purpose and scope.
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